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PREFACE  TO  THE  AMERICAN  EDITION. 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Murphy  has,  by  long,  faithful,  and  effective  discharge  of  his  duties 
as  un  instructor,  secured  the  confidence  of  the  British  public.  A  minister  of  the 
Gospel,  and  a  useful  and  edifying  preacher,  he  became  known  to  a  generation,  now 
in  middle  life,  as  an  effective  teacher  in  the  Royal  Academical  Institution,  Belfast, 
Ireland,  from  which  for  many  years  went  forth  the  educated  men  who  have,  like  Lord 
Cairns  in  England,  and  many  in  America,  India,  and  Australia,  rendered  distinguished 
public  service  in  all  the  professions. 


I’s  PREFACE. 


knowledge  of  the  author,  the  undertaking  was  carried  through  by  him,  Dr.  Murphy's 
bearing  always  suggests  to  those  who  know  him  the  qualities  of  Paul’s  fellow-worker 
—“a  good  man,  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  of  faith.”  May  the  sequel  to  this  lofty 
description  of  excellence  be  here  also  realized  in  a  good  degree,  through  the  book— 
“  much  people  was  added  unto  the  Lord.”  J.  HALL. 

Fifth  Avenue  Presb  yteiuan  ^  Ch obch,  New  Yobx, 


COMMENTARY. 


PART  ffl.* 

SECTION  I.— THE  BONDAGE  IN  EGYPT. 

I.  ISRAEL  OPPRESSED  IN  EGYPT.— Ex.  1. 

11.  cq  tribute,  levy,  task,  work  done  by  a  serf  for  his  Lord.  Keil  understands 
by  it  the  serf  or  socager  himself.  But  Esther  10  : 1  is  against  this.  cnC 
Pithom,  in  Sept.,  is  identified  with  ndroiyioS  in  Herod,  ii.  158  ;  or,  omitting 


multiplied  is  a  general  word  referring  to  number  ;  and  waxed  exceedingly  mighty  is  a 
similar  phrase  alluding  to  the  strength  which  numbers  confer,  composed  of  a  verb  and 
an  adverb  repeated,  and  therefore  well  adapted  to  complete  the  climax.  Then  fellows 

n  rate  of  increase  amazingly  higher  than  that  which  was  usual  in  those  days,  and  still 
higher  than  any  that  can  be  found  in  the  present  crowded  state  of  the  world.  The 
circumstances  were  favorable  for  such  an  increase.  They  had  scope  and  verge  in  a 
wide  and  thinly-peopled  country  ;  and  they  were  placed  in  the  best  of  the  land  (Gen. 
47  : 11).  These  advantages  alone,  however,  could  not  account  for  their  accelerated 
growth  ;  for  the  Egyptians  were  not  much  less  favored  in  these  respects.  But  the 
blessing  of  Jehovah,  the  God  of  promise,  was  now  realized  to  them.  After  a  long 
delay  the  word  eame  to  Israel,  the  third  patriarch  :  “  I  am  God  Almighty  ;  be  fruitful 
and  multiply  :  a  nation  and  a  congregation  of  nations  shall  be  of  thee,  and  kings  shall 


Egypt.  In  Kcnaan  the  inevitable  tendency  was  to  lose  all  family  distinction,  and 
merge  into  the  nations  of  that  country.  Only  in  a  border  land,  on  territory  specially 
ceded  to  them  by  a  people  who  had  a  national  antipathy  to  their  pursuits,  could  a 


might  be  exposed  also  to  nttac 
vader  from  that  quarter.  Anc 


other  great  works  were  mostly  tl 
zines  for  the  storage  of  provisioi 


exodus  i.  12-21.  19 

12-1-1.  ,S'o  they  multiplied.  The  policy  of  the  Egyptian  king  was  ineffectual.  The 
purpose  of  God  was  not  set  aside,  but  only  promoted  by  these  measures.  They  were 
rrjml.  These  Egyptians  were  probably  hard  pressed  on  their  southern  frontier  by  a 
superior  power.  They  had  also  a  rooted  aversion  to  the  Israelites.  With  riyor.  Jiy 
compulsion  they  exacted  hard  service  in  clay,  in  brick,  and  in  field  labor.  Agriculture 
was  attended  with  considerable  labor  in  the  higher  grounds  of  Egypt,  on  account  of 
the  necessity  of  watering  them  by  artificial  means.  Bricks  wore  the  usual  building 
material  in  Egypt.  The  monuments  show  that  foreigners  were  employed  in  these 

15-21.  Pluiroh  next  applied  to  the  Hebrew  midwives  to  check  the  population  by 
murdering  the  male  infants.  They  are  called  Hebrew,  a  generic  term  applying  to  all 

name.  About  ninety  years  before  the  exodus,  and  therefore  ten  before  the  birth  of 
Moses,  the  Israelites  were  about  thirty  thousand,  and  at  the  time  of  his  birth  about 
fifty  thousand  ;  as  they  doubled  in  about  fifteen  years,  and  the  starting  number,  in- 


II.  MOSES  BORN  AND  BROUGHT  UP.— Ex.  2. 

3.  HOI  the  papyrus  of  the  Nile  ;  r.  absorb ,  drink  up.  Hence  called  bibula  papy¬ 
rus  (Lucan  iv.  130). 

5.  o— ^  wash  the  body,  or  any  part  of  it.  C23  wash  clothes  by  treading  with 

10.  Mushch.  The  word,  if  taken  to  be  Hebrew,  signifies  drawing.  By 

Josephus  its  Greek  form  Uuvoi/S  is  resolved  into  the  Coptic  water,  and  vof/i 
saved  from.  Mouu  water,  and  mi  drag,  may  be  the  Coptic  elements  of  the  name. 
The  corresponding  Hebrew  roots  arc  probably  contained  in  C’B  water,  and  KttiJ 
lift  ;  though  the  Hebrew  language  does  not  deal  freely  in  compounds.  In  ex¬ 
plaining  the  origin  of  the  name,  however,  the  author  employs  a  verb  which  con¬ 
tains  the  letters  that  arc  in  the  Hebrew  form  of  the  word.  He  either  translates 
the  name  given  by  the  princess,  as  Melanchthon  from  Schwarzerdt,  or  she  spoke  a 

Hyksos,  who  are  supposed  to  have  come  from  Phoenicia  or  Arabia. 

18.  Re'uel,  friend  of  God. 

21-  mSS  Zipporah,  bird,  sparrow. 

22.  Gereshom,  stranger ,  exile;  r.  drive  out ,  compounded  of  — 

stranger  and  Qjp  =  there.  The  latter  is  not  necessary  to  warrant  the  ex- 


image.  But  more  particularly  be  is  also  the  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  who 
entered  into  a  special  covenant  of  salvation  with  the  fathers  of  Israel,  by  means  of 
which  the  primeval  covenant  with  man  may  be  upheld,  and  all  the  Gentiles  reconciled 
to  God.  Hid  his  face.  The  unexpected  utterance  of  his  name,  the  caution  against  too 
near  an  approach,  the  announcement  of  the  divine  presence,  awakened  a  solemn  awe 
in  the  mind  of  Moses,  which  discovered  itself  in  hiding  his  face,  lest  he  should  be 
guilty  of  any  profane  gazing  upon  the  apparition  of  the  Holy  One  (Gen.  16  : 13). 

7-10.  After  the  introduction  we  have  the  commission.  The  preamble  recounts  the 


ace,  and  therefore  I 


to  them,  I  have  been  cogni- 
m  and  heard  everything.  I 


by  which  the  present  aspect  of  God  to  his  people  was  to  be  designated.  And  the 
meaning  of  his  question  is,  What  is  the  principle  of  thy  being  or  movement  of  thy 
will  which  is  now  to  display  itself  to  thy  people  ? 

The  Lord  is  prompt  in  meeting  this  new  difficulty  of  Moses.  The  immediate 
answer  to  his  question  is  a  new  name,  in  some  respect  different  in  meaning  from  all 
his  former  designations.  Ehjeh  (Ehyeh),  I  am,  in  the  sense  I  now  proceed  to  make 


i  ;  and  their  request  is  limited  to  the  first  step  to  be  taken  in  obedience  to  his 
A  three  days’  journey  is  mentioned,  simply  because  this  would  take  them  clear 
Df  Egypt,  one  day  being  employed  in  setting  out,  one  in  marching,  and  the  third 
:>ming  to  a  resting-place.  And  a  sacrifice  is  added,  because  this  is  the  first  act  of 


Egyptians  would  bo  so  overcome  by 
sidernble  portion  of  their  wealth,  ii 


even  with  the  Almighty.  His 
all  his  people,  must  be  slain  b< 


24-20.  The  sacred,  narrative 


had  not  penetrated.  The  theory,  therefore,  of  the  successive  ages  of  stone,  brass,  and 
iron,  may  apply  to  particular  localities,  but  not  to  the  whole  habitable  earth.  The 
arts  of  metallurgy  flourished  in  certain  races,  while  the  ruder  ware,  fashioned  out  of 
stone,  bone,  and  wood,  was  prevalent  among  others.  And  cast  it  at  his  feet.  This  in¬ 
dicates  that  Moses  had  signified  his  wish  that  the  child  should  be  circumcised.  For 
a  .spouse  of  blood  art  ihou  to  me.  The  word  for  refers  to  the  significant  act  of  casting  the 
foreskin  at  Moses’s  feet,  which  implied  that  her  connection  with  him  had  necessitated 
this  bloody  rite.  Her  womanly  tenderness  shrunk  from  the  painful  operation.  And 
he  left  him.  The  Lord,  who  sought  to  put  him  to  death,  remitted  the  penalty  now  that 
the  neglected  duty  was  performed.  Because  of  the  circumcision.  This  explains  her 
accosting  Moses  as  a  spouse  of  blood,  as  it  was  to  save  him  from  death  that  she  was 
constrained  to  do  herself  the  masculine  part  of  circumcising  her  child.  This  was  a 
salutary  and  seasonable  lesson  to  Zipporah  as  well  as  to  Moses.  The  occurrence  prob¬ 
ably  took  place  on  the  first  night  of  their  journey,  as  they  had  not  reached  the  mount 
of  God  (vs.  27).  The  child  was  now  unfit  for  travel,  and  it  was  easy  for  the  mother  to 

the  point  from  which  she  was  sent  home  by  her  husband  (18  : 2),  in  order  to  avoid  the 


EXODUS  V.  39 

to  Egypt.  They  gathered  the  elders  of  the  people  (3  : 16).  And  Aaron  spake  (vs.  16). 
Aaron  being  eighty-three  years  of  age,  and  having  lived  constantly  among  the  people, 
now  served  to  introduce  Moses  who  had  been  an  exile  for  forty  years,  and  wus  there¬ 
fore  unknown  to  the  rising  generation.  And  did  the  signs.  As  Aaron  did  the  signs 
before  Pkaroh,  it  is  probable  and  accordant  with  the  text  that  he  should  also  be  the 
performer  before  the  people.  This  is  in  keeping  with  the  relation  between  Moses 
and  himself  (vs.  16).  It  is  also  an  example  of  the  rule  that  a  man  is  said  to  do  what 
another  does  in  his  stead  and  by  his  authority  (vs.  17).  Boiced  themselves  down.  Bent 
their  bodies  as  well  as  their  heads  in  reverence  before  God.  So  far  all  went  well  with 
Moses.  His  brother  entered  heartily  into  his  mission,  and  the  people  acknowledged 


IV.  MOSES  ENCOURAGED  IN  HIS  OFFICE.— Ex.  5,  6. 


appeared  to  them  as  El  Shaddai  (Gen.  17  : 1).  G 


i  to  go  again  to  Pliaroh.  Moses  pleads  his 
of  lips.  Circumcision  is  the  sign  of  a  re- 


and  ineapable  of  holy  doings.  By  a  further 


s  of  so  grave  injustice,  coming  from  the  most  high 
by  a  right-minded  man.  Inquiries  might  luwe 


appearance  of  their  rods,  which  was  the 
is  the  prerogative  of  the  Omniscient  to  ] 
not  explain  this  mystery,  yet  from  the  k 


1-15.  The  plague  c 
Fharoh  in  his  palace, 


of  their  birth  was  gradually  abated  by  the  afflictions  thus  associated  with  it. 

20-32.  The  plague  of  flies  inflicted.  Rise  tip  early  in  the  morning.  This  plague,  like 
the  first,  is  announced  to  Pharoh  in  the  morning,  and  by  the  river’s  side.  Leave  to 
depart  is  requested  for  the  people  of  God,  os  on  other  occasions.  The  fly.  This  term 
serves  to  denote  a  kind  of  insect  that  alights  on  the  skin  or  the  leaves  of  plants,  by 
its  bite  inflicting  pain  in  the  one  cose,  and  causing  destruction  in  the  other.  The 

on  the  moist  parts  of  the  eyelids  and  nostrils,  and  inflict  wounds  that  produce  great 
pain,  swelling,  and  inflammation.  They  are  also  ruinous  to  the  plants  in  which  they 
lay  their  eggs.  Philo  (vii.  Mos.  ii.  p.  110)  describes  the  dog-fly  or  gad  fly  as  a  grievous 
pest  of  Egypt.  Gnats  and  mosquitoes  are  also  abundant  and  virulent.  A  plague  ot' 
such  creatures  would  cause  immense  suffering  and  desolation.  JSven  the  ground  where¬ 
on  they  are.  The  whole  land  in  which  the  Egyptians  dwell  will  be  infested  with  this 
fly.  22.  And  1  will  sever,  make  distinct,  and  even  wonderful,  both  of  which  thoughts 
are  implied  in  the  verb.  The  land  of  Goshen,  in  which  the  Israelites  dwell  (stand), 
shall  be  free  from  this  and  the  following  inflictions.  That  thou  mayest  know.  Every¬ 
thing  God  does  has  a  lesson  for  the  intelligent  observer,  i  am  the  Lord  in  the  midst  of 


the  land.  As  the  stroke  falls  upon  the  Egyptians,  and  not  on  the  Israelites,  it  is  man¬ 


ifest,  (1)  that  it  has  come  from  the  God  of  the  Hebrews  ;  (2)  that  this  great  Being  bus 
equal  power  in  Egypt  as  elsewhere  ;  and  (3)  that  therefore  he  is  Jehovah,  the  Creator 
and  Upholder  of  nil  things,  the  one  only  true  and  living  God.  A  division  (nnO)» 
a  release,  an  untying  of  the  connection  hetween  them.  To-morrow.  At  a  fixed  point  of 
time  shall  this  plague  make  its  appenmnee.  Time  for  reflection  is  thus  given  to  Pharoh. 


They  were  employed  in  the  chariot  of  war  or  state.  The  object  of  worship  at  Mem¬ 
phis,  Heliopolis,  and  Hermonthis  was  the  bull;  at  Thebes  the  raw,  at  Mendes  the  goat. 
The  sheep  here  are  the  small  cattle,  including  the  goats,  hisses  arc  mentioned 

on  the  monuments  of  Egypt.  They  were  used  for  riding  or  draught.  The  Bactrian 
camel  has  two  humps,  the  Arabian  one.  The  latter  was  known  and  employed  on  the 


borderland  between  Egypt  and  Arabia  ;  but  has  not  been  found  on  the  ancient  mon- 


mankind  in  the  knowledge  of  my  name,  ray  real  nature,  which  has  come  to  be  so 
grievously  and  fatally  misapprehended.  As  yet  thou  ex  attest  thyself.  Thou  still  persist¬ 
ent  in  thy  haughty  refusal.  There  is  a  sublime  dignity  in  the  continued  moderation 
which  this  expostulation  displays. 

17-21.  At  this  time  to-morroic.  Pharoh  might  have  learned  by  this  time  that  the 
Lord  is  punctual  to  his  time.  A  very  yrievous  kail.  Showers  of  hail  in  the  winter  sea¬ 
son  were  not  unknown  in  Egypt,  as  even  the  present  passage  informs  us.  But  this  is 

(vs.  24).  Send  now,  therefore,  and  briny  in  thy  cattle.  The  Lord  here  remembers  mercy, 


1-20.  The  plague  of  locusts.  Go  *j 
second  of  each  series  (6:1,9: 1).  Fm 
dilated  to  have  a  salutary  effect  on  a 


Let  this  people  depart. 
lowest  thou  not  yet  ?  The 


t  will  be  abased,  and  all 
roh  hod  threatened  the  Lord’s 
£  Egypt  is  announced  to 


:  theological  truth. 


EXODUS  XU.  To 

evening  (Deut.  16  :  1).  (4.)  The  sacrifices  belonging  to  the  feast  of  unleavened 

bread  (Deut.  10  :  2  ;  2  Cliroil.  35  :  1,  7). 

24.  pn  statute,  edict,  ordinance,  rate.  (vs.  14)  npn  r.  engrave. 

40.  CTa'03  QEri  H£iK>  who  sojourned  in  Mitraim.  So  the  Targum  of  Onkelos 
may  also  be  rendered.  But  the  Sept.  ha9  gv  r.a pysgoao  to  j  jj  AiyvTru,  which  they 
sojourned  in  lCijjiyt.  Against  this  rendering  arc  the  following  considerations.  (1.) 
-miN  is  usually  followed  by  the  personal  pronoun  after  the  governing  word  when 


together.  The  commonwealth  of  Israel  may  be  designated  by  cither,  according  to  the 
different  way  in  which  it  may  be  viewed.  It  is  obviously  regarded  in  our  text  as  a 

of  whom  Israel  was  the  type.  By  meeting  or  appointment  is  to  be  understood  a 
stated  meeting  or  gathering  for  a  great  solemn  occasion  (39  : 42,  43).  In  the  tenth  day 
<>f  this  month.  From  the  third  to  the  tenth  of  Nisan  the  plague  of  locusts  ran  its 
course.  The  days  intervening  between  the  tenth  and  the  fourteenth  were  probably 
the  days  of  darkness.  This  was  perhaps  the  proximate  reason  for  choosing  the  lamb 
on  the  tenth.  At  the  same  time  ten  is  the  symbol  of  completeness  ;  and  the  tenth 
day  completes  the  third  of  the  month,  as  the  night  of  (that  is,  before)  the  fifteenth 
completes  the  half  of  the  month.  The  day  of  atonement  was  in  like  manner  on  the 
tenth  day  of  the  seventh  month  (Lev.  23  : 27).  Every  man  a  lamb,  a  young  animal  of 
the  sheep  or  of  the  goats  (vs.  5  ;  2  Chron.  35  :  7),  though  in  latter  times  it  came  to  be 
invariably  the  young  of  a  sheep.  According  to  father's  houses,  or  smaller  families.  The 
family  organization  was  very  exact  among  the  Israelites.  Under  the  twelve  tribes 
were  the  clans  or  families  (pinGUO)  5  under  khese  the  Other’s  houses  (p^  pivj) 


Until  the  fourteenth  day.  If,  os  we  presume,  the  three  day6  of  darkness  come  between 
the  tenth  and  the  fourteenth,  though  the  Israelites  had  light,  as  in  ordinary  days,  it 
was  desirable  that  the  lamb  should  be  set  apart  on  the  tenth  day,  that  there  might  be 
nothing  to  do  on  the  fourteenth  day  but  prepare  it  for  sacrifice.  During  those  awful 
days,  when  darkness,  the  symbol  of  chaos,  brooded  over  Egypt,  the  Israelites  had  the 
lamb  as  the  sign  and  pledge  of  the  divine  promise  that  this  darkness  would  spread  no 
farther,  but  would  at  length  give  way  to  a  new  period  of  light  and  life  and  hope.  And 
doubtless  they  would  have  occasion,  on  contemplating  this  devoted  victim,  to  con¬ 
verse  with  one  another  concerning  the  great  deliverance  which  was  before  them  (see 
Fagius  in  Crit.  Sac.).  But  instruction  and  edification  were  not  limited  to  those  three 
days.  They  pervade  all  time,  but  especially  those  great  occasions  on  which  God  man¬ 
ifests  his  power  in  the  works  of  justice  and  mercy.  Hence  every  event  in  this  great 
deliverance  has  its  definite  lesson  to  all  parties  concerned,  if  they  will  but  learn  it. 
The  whole  congregation  of  the  assembly  of  Israel.  A  congregation  is  any  gathering  or 
number  of  people  that  may  be  gathered.  The  congregation  of  an  assembly  is  the 
company  of  those  who  belong  to  an  organized  or  orderly  community,  having  a  com- 


lived  till  the  expiration  of  the  festival. 


16.  In  the -first  day ,  the  15th  of  Nisan.  A  holy  convocation.  The  convocation  of 
holiness  ($Tp-K1pD)  was  an  assembly  for  religious  purposes,  in  which  the  people  of 
a  neighborhood  worshipped  God  by  praise  and  prayer,  and  it  may  be,  even  from  an 
early  period,  heard  portions  of  the  written  word  read  and  expounded,  and  applied  to 
t'ne  regulation  of  life.  This  convocation  was  the  origin  of  the  synagogue,  a  term 
which  originally  denoted  the  assembly,  and  not  the  place  of  assembly.  They  were 
doubtless  at  first  held  in  the  open  air,  in  the  place  where  it  was  customary  for  the 
people  of  the  district  to  assemble.  This  was  probably  a  natural  green  area  set  apart 
for  civil  and  sacred  meetings,  like  the  fair  green  or  square  of  a  country  town.  The 
days  on  which  holy  convocations  were  held  were  Sabbaths  :  no  work  shall  be  done  in 
them  except  the  works  of  necessity.  Only  that  lohich  every  soul  must  eat.  We  lenm  from 
Lev.  23  and  Nnm.  28,  29,  that  the  weekly  Sabbaths,  the  first  and  seventh  days  of  the 


he  town,  bnt  only  of  Raineses  the 
rder  land  of  Egypt  toward  Arabia, 
it  included  the  wady  Tumilat,  and 
ill,  or  crocodile  lake,  extending,  h< 


SECTION  III.— THE  EXODUS. 


IX.  THE  ESCAPE  OF  ISRAEL.—  : 


j'haroh.  The  Lord  has  been  already  honored  in  the  eleven  manifestations  of  his  power 
before  Pharoh.  His  glory  will  be  still  more  signally  displayed  in  the  twelfth.  Shall 
lcnow  that  1  am  the  Lord.  See  on  6: 2.  And  they  did  so.  This  brief  sentence  sums  up 
their  compliance. 

5-9.  The  pursuit  of  Pharoh.  The  third  day  had  now  arrived.  The  panic  which  had 
seized  the  Egyptians  had  now  given  way  to  other  feelings.  Pride,  ambition,  and  re- 


2.  j-p  he  who  has  been,  has  manifested  his  being  by  illustrious  aets  of  divine 
power.  It  seems  to  stand  for  nn  tlle  perfect  of  j-pn  38  for  TJ7H  an<^  Cp  from 
Clp.  This  name  occurs  for  the  first  time  after  the  signs  and  wonders  of  the 
divine  presence  in  the  land  of  Egypt ;  as  the  name  Ebjch  oecurs  before  these 


them  (8  :  27).  A  statute  (pj-|)  is  a  form  of  words  engraven  on  a  hard  substance,  such 
as  stone,  and  therefore  a  fixed  edict  or  decree,  binding  the  people  to  follow  the  Lord. 
An  ordinance  is  a  judicial  sentence  or  authoritative  injunction,  affirming  the 

duty  of  the  people,  and  accompanied  with  an  intimation  of  the  good  and  evil  conse¬ 
quences  of  obedience  and  disobedience.  The  solemn  consent  of  the  people  to  this 
ordinance  was  given  on  this  appropriate  occasion.  A  similar  transaction  is  recorded 
when  Joshua  renewed  the  covenant  with  the  people  (Josh.  24  :  25).  The  substance 
of  the  statute  and  the  ordinance  is  evidently  contained  in  the  following  verse.  The 
general  obligation  only  to  obey  the  Lord  in  all  things  is  here  tendered  and  accepted. 


And  there  he  proved  them.  The  want  of  water  for  three  days,  and  the  bitterness  of  the 
water  when  at  length  found,  were  the  touchstone  to  test  their  hearts,  to  discover  what 
qualities  or  dispositions  were  within,  to  try  whether  they  had  the  beginning  of  faith 
and  patience.  26.  If  thou  wilt  diligently  hearken.  Here  the  condition  of  perfect  obedi¬ 
ence  to  the  occasional,  as  well  as  to  the  stated,  commands  of  God,  is  explicitly  laid 
down.  Ab  disease.  The  reward  of  obedience  is  expressly  announced,  and  the  con¬ 
sequence  of  disobedience  not  obscurely  intimated.  The  very  blessings  of  the  Egyp- 


EXODUS 

oughs  ;  and  here  is  the  acacia,  with  its  gray 
s  desert  growth  into  a  thicket”  (Porter,  in 


displayed  in  the  conduct  of  the  people,  is  what  might  be  expected  from 
n  men,  long  corrupted  by  the  habits  of  bondage,  under  a  nation  igno- 
d,  or  the  law  of  truth,  when  they  are  but  recently  brought  under  the 
io  Spirit  of  truth,  freedom,  and  holiness. 

iond  ground  of  complaint  among  the  multitude  is  want  of  food.  Any 
may  have  brought  from  Egypt  were  now  exhausted.  All  the  assembly 
sruel.  The  difficulties  of  procuring  water  and  food  were  enormously 


not  confined  to  the  Wady  Mukatteb.  Wady  Feiran  contains  the 
Faran  of  early  Christian  times,  the  resort  of  pilgrims,  and  the  see 
as  the  fourth  century.  Hence  many  have  been  disposed  to  find 
Scripture,  and  thus  establish  at  least  one  identification  of  names  : 


(1)  the  narrative  contains  no  mention  of  Paran  ;  (2)  the  people 
wilderness  of  Paran  till  they  had  travelled  at  least  five  days’  jou 


to  the  people.  Then  shall  ye  know.  By  experience  of  his  wonder-working  power  they 
would  have  a  new  proof  that  he  had  brought  them  out  of  Egypt.  They  seemed  to 
forget  hie  wonders  in  Egypt,  when  they  ascribed  their  present  position  to  Moses  and 
Aaron.  Then  ye  shall  see  the  gloi'y  of  the  Lord.  This  is  the  parallel  of  the  preceding 
sentence.  The  glory  of  the  Lord  is  seen  when  his  hand  is  put  forth  for  the  protection 
of  his  people  by  the  discomfiture  of  their  enemies,  and  for  their  preservation  by 
the  preternatural  bestowment  of  the  means  of  life.  Since  he  hearcth  your  murmurhujs. 
In  his  long-suffering  mercy  he  will  give  another  proof  of  his  presence  and  love,  that 
his  people  may  at  length  lay  aside  their  impatience  and  unbelief,  and  feci  that  their 
murmuring  is  really  against  the  Lord,  and  not  against  the  mere  executors  of  liis  will. 


8.  Moses  alone  now  explains  to  the  people  what  the  Lord  is  about  to  do.  9.  He  then 


is  superfluous,  if  the  latter  meaning  of  jp 


quantity  sufficient  for  one  day,  on  the  sixth  enough  for  two  days,  and  on  the  seventh 
none  whatever  is  found.  All  the  rulers  of  the  assembly.  These  are  the  heads  of  tribes, 
and  of  fathers’  houses  (Num.  3  : 24,  30,  35).  Came  and  told  Moses.  Moses  had  not 
communicated  the  intimation  that  on  the  sixth  day  they  would  receive  a  double 
supply.  The  arrangement  was  a  deviation  from  the  law  of  nature,  which  knows  noth¬ 
ing  of  a  seventh  day’s  rest.  The  phenomenon,  therefore,  demanded  an  explanation. 
To-morrow  is  the  rest  of  the  holy  Sabbath  to  the  Lord.  The  word  “’rest”  is  here  put 


EXODUS  XVI.  28-31. 


putrid  the  day  after  being  cooked  is  no  new  difficulty,  when  we  ere  in  the  region  of 
tlie  miraculous.  25,  26.  Directions  are  now  explicitly  given  regarding  the  days  on 
which  the  manna  was  to  be  gathered.  27.  Some  of  the  people,  from  inadvertence  or 
ignorance  of  the  directions  given,  make  the  experiment,  and  find  the  prophet’s  word 


[incised  on  the  way  to  Egypt,  and  was  therefore  unable  to  proceed  ( 
Gershwin,  (see  on  2  : 22).  Eliezer.  This  is  the  second  son  indicated 
5  in  or  for  my  help.  Moses  had  a  grateful  remembrance  of  hi 
“the  sword  of  Pharoh.  5,  6.  Encamped  at  the  mount  of  God.  “  The  mo 
t  mount  in  Horeb  on  which  the  law  was  delivered.  This  we  take  i 
_i  that  Moses  had  left  Rephidim,  and  was  now  encamping  (j-jjj-;)  w- — 


relations  (sec  Gen. 
is  put  forward  in  a 


EXODUS 

32  : 23-33).  Secondly.  < 
short  and  striking  app 


that  the  people  from  the  camp  were  pressing  forw 


paragraphs  the  authors  o£  the  J 

principle  that  polytheism  and  i< 
the  one  true  God.  But  in  fact, 


equivalent  to  that  of  Paul  (charayeif  6C  ayyiXuv) 
angels.”  Attention  is  to  be  paid  to  the  preposi 


the  preface  to  the  whole.  It  has  tl 


nterval,  and  especially  to  the  tenth  genera* 
l  of  bondage  and  were  on  their  way  to  n 


:  the  natural  right  ol 


f  any  kind  are  intrusted  to 
be  caught,  he  shall  restore 


is  made,  ns  we  hnv 
the  Passover  (12  : 
We  shall  meet  wi 


.  by  the  worshippers. 

s  two  regulations.  That  concerning  the  first-fruits  refers  to 


I  “  a  work  of  the  whiteness  or  transparency  of  sapphire."  It  is  not 
e  which  rendering  is  adopted,  as  what  they  saw  is  only  compared 
srefore  only  distantly  illustrated  by  it.  But  we  prefer  the  former 

l  the  word  “  work"  (nwpo) is  generally  connected,  not  with  color, 


SECTION  Y.— THE  TABERNACLE. 

XIII.  PLAN  OF  THE  TABERNACLE.— Ex.  85-81. 


3.  nonn  gift,  “Tr(W7,  that  which  is  lifted  up  or  heaved,  and  hence  denoting 


form  or  plan  according  to  which  i 
?  origin  of  this  plan  proves  the 


«  cup,  knop,  and  flow 
the  lamps  shall  place 


were  fastened  by  the  sockets,  it  is  not 
way  secured.  29  It  is  generally  supj 


us  XXVIII.  1-14. 


1-5.  The  call  to  the  priesthood,  and  the  general  enumeration  of  the  priestly  gar¬ 
ments.  And  thou.  Moses  has  been  hitherto  the  plenipotentiary  of  heaven,  including 

for  thee.  For  thy  part  bring  near  unto  me.  From  among  the  sons  of  Israel,  who  are  all, 
in  a  larger  sense,  “  unto  me  a  kingdom  of  priests  nnd  a  holy  nation"  (19  : 6).  To  be 
priests  unto  me.  The  term  jj-Q  (Kohen)  is  sometimes  applied  to  n  civil  officer,  bearing 
the  same  relation  to  the  king  that  the  priest  does  to  the  King  of  kings  (2  Sam.  8  :  18  ; 
20  : 26  ;  1  Kings  4  : 8  ;  1  Chron.  18  : 17).  Hence  it  originally  means  a  mediator,  advo- 


XXVIII.  29,  30. 


195 


of  the  ephod  are  to  match  them  underneath  on  the  ends  of  the  shoulder-straps,  which 
are  continued  down  to  the  belt,  in  the  front  of  it,  on  the  borders  of  it  which  come  under 
the  arms  to  meet  the  breastpiece,  which  overlaps  it,  and  covers  the  space  left  in 
front.  Over  against  the  joining  thereof,  the  joining  of  the  shoulder-strap  with  the  side 
and  with  the  belt  of  the  ephod. 

29.  The  breastplate  itself,  filling  up  the  spoce  of  a  span  on  the  breast  between  the 
two  shoulder-straps,  and  attached  thereto  above  and  below,  is  to  be  regarded  as  the 
complement  of  the  ephod.  As  the  bTcastpiece  was  two  spans  or  a  cubit  deep,  so 
Josephus  informs  us  (iii.  7,  5)  that  the  ephod  was  of  the  depth  of  a  cubit,  and  so  ex¬ 
tended  as  far  below  the  belt  behind  as  the  breastplate  itself  before.  Being  part  of  a 
common  whole,  they  share  in  a  common  significance.  The  names  on  the  breast- 


froin,  yet  bearing  the  names  of,  the  sons  of  Israel,  appear  to  stand  for  him  who  has 
been  already  described  as  “  the  Stone  of  Israel”  (Gen.  49  :  24),  or  more  precisely  to 


shoulder,  or  in  their  diversity,  os  the  twelve  stones  on  the  breastplate.  These  qualities 
are  expressed  by  the  terms  the  Urim  and  the  Tummim,  the  lights  and  the  rights,  ren.- 
dered  by  the  Sept.  r/>  fiq?.u<nv  nal  t%v  aA rflemv.  Hence  the  importance  of  this  highly 


ing,  and  are  brought  forward  with  the  bullock  and  the  rams. 

The  second  preliminary  is  the  bringing  forward  of  Aaron  and  his  i 
to  be  set  apart  for  office.  Unto  the  door  of  the  tent  of  meeting.  The  tent 
described  (26  :  7-15).  It  was  stretched  over  the  tabernacle.  It  is  ea 
meeting,  because  it  is  the  appointed  place  of  meeting  with  God  on 
high  priest,  and  also  on  that  of  ever}'  stated  assembly  of  the  people  c 
sions  (vs.  42,  43  ;  see  on  12  :  3).  At  the  door  of  the  tent  means  in  a  cii 


it  during  the  seven  days  of  institution.  31-34.  The  solemn  feast  of  tlic  consecration. 
The  flesh  of  the  rain  of  consecration  is  to  be  seethed  in  a  holy  place,  namely,  in  some  part 
of  the  court  of  the  tabernacle.  Aaron  and  his  sons  are  then  to  eat  it,  with  the  bread  in 


■which  belongs  to  God. 

11-16.  A  regulation  is  here  introduced  concerning  those  who  are  to  be  enrolled  as 
the  host  of  the  Lord  (Num.  1  : 3).  They  are  to  give  each  a  ransom  for  his  soul  unto  the 
Lord  u>hen  they  are  numbered.  Here  is  the  constantly  recurring  intimation  that  all  were 
guilty  before  God.  They  cannot,  therefore,  be  received  into  his  service  as  the  host  of 

enrolled  in  the  sacred  list.  The  ransom  money  is  a  bekah,  or  half  shekel.  This  is 
directed  to  be  after  the  shekel  of  the  sanctuary.  The  standard  is  fixed  at  twenty  gerahs. 
We  have  not  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  value  of  the  coins  before  the  captivity. 
But  the  approximate  value  of  the  shekel  was  2s.  3d.  (21  : 32).  The  shekel  of  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  may  be  one  of  full  weight  in  contrast  with  that  of  commerce,  which  may  have 
been  of  le6s  weight.  We  have  here  the  following  table  of  coins  or  weights  : 


Beka  (Gen.  24  : 22),  or  half  shekel,  =  10  gerahs. 
Shekel,  or  to  eight,  =  20  gerahs. 


the  wooden  posts  or  rudely  carved  figures  of  Astarte,  the  female  moon-deity  of  thd 
Kenaanites.  Whose  name  is  Jealous.  The  figure  of  marriage,  applied  to  the  covenant 
relation  of  God  and  his  people  (20  : 5)  is  now  carried  a  step  further.  The  worship 
of  idols  or  false  gods  is  described  as  fornication  or  adultery,  a  term  peculiarly  appro¬ 
priate  to  rites  that  were  grossly  licentious  in  themselves,  as  well  as  acts  of  high 
treason  against  the  only  true  God.  Intermarriage  with  these  votaries  of  idolatry  and 

17-26.  Molten  gods  (20  :23)  are  again  emphatically  prohibited.  The  feast  of  un¬ 
leavened  bread  (12),  the  sanctification  of  the  first-born  (13),  the  observance  of  the 
Sabbath  (16),  the  other  annual  festivals  (23  : 10-19)  are  then  called  to  mind,  and  their 

history,  and  are  eminently  characteristic  of  the  national  worship,  they  are  well  fitted 
to  awaken  the  gratitude  and  keep  alive  the  faith  of  the  ransomed  people.  24.  A 


"  Bright,  Breezy,  Beautiful. " 

OUTDOOR  UFEIN EUROPE 

Sketcliei  of  Men  and  Manners,  People  and  Places,  during 
two  Summers  Abroad. 


By  REV.  EDWARD  PAYSON  THWING, 


Bar  AN  INVALUABLE  WORK  MOST  CAREFULLY  PREPARED. 


THE  TEACHER’S  EDITION 

OF  THE 

REVISED  NEW  TESTAMENT, 

With  New  Concordats,  Harmony  of  the  Gospels,  Maps,  Parallel 
Passages  in  full,  Indexes,  and  many  other 
Indispensable  Helps. 


A  GREAT  BOON  TO  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 


After  the  excitement  connected  with  the  6ale  of  the  firet  copies  of  the  new  revision, 
which  lack  the  usual  indexing  headlines  and  marginal  references  to  parallel  passages, 
and  also  the  appendixes  of  tables,  maps,  etc.,  all  of  which  helps  preachers,  teachers  and 
Bible  students  have  come  to  consider  os  absolutely  essential  to  a  working  copy  of  the 
Bib’e,  thero  will  be  an  imperative  demand  for  an  edition  of  the  Revised  New 
Testament,  containing  all  the  marginal  and  appendix  helps  of  former  Teacher'  and  Re¬ 
ference  Bibles,  adapted  carefully  and  accurately  to  the  Revised  Version. 

Wc  are,  therefore,  preparing,  as  rapidly  as  is  consistent  with  accuracy,  such  an  edition 
of  the  Revised  New  Testament.  The  work  is  under  the  supervision  of  well-known  Bible 
scholars,  with  numerous  helpers,  and  will  be  issued  as  early  as  it  can  be  done  with 
thoroughness— about  July  1.  In  style  and  size  the  book  will  resemble  the  Bagster  Bible, 
H  Fac- simile  large  edition,”  known  as  the  “Moody  Bible,”  being  the  same  width  and 
length. 

This  Edition  will  contain  the  following  important  features  : 

I  AN  EXACT  AND  CERTIFIED  REPRODUCTION  OF  THE  ENTIRE 
Oxford  and  Cambridge  Edition,  including  the  Preface  and  all  the  Marginal  Read- 

a  THE  APPENDIX  NOTES  OF  THE  AMERICAN  REVISERS,  PRINTED 
in  the  Margin  of  each  page  by  the  side  of  the  passages  referred  to. 

3  THE  REFERENCES  TO  PARALLEL  PASSAGES  FOUND  IN  THE 
“  Bagster  Bibbs,”  with  Numerous  Others, as  far  os  appropriate, put  in  the  margins 
and  printed  in  full.  * 

4.  RUNNING  HEADLINES,  OR  HEADINGS,  ns  in  theBagster  and  other  Bibles, 

put  at  the  tops  of  pages. 

5.  A  BLANK  PAGE,  FOR  MANUSCRIPT  NOTES,  at  the  end  of  each  book  of 

the  New  Testament. 

6.  A  SMALL  BLACK  MARK  below  the  last  letter  of  Each  Verse.  This  will  greatly 

facilitate  Ready  Reference  and  Responsive  Reading. 

The  second  half  of  the  book  will  consist  of  the  following  carefully-prepared 


Helps  to  the  Study  of  the  Revised  New  Testament. 


oonvcF^-isrioisr 

REVISED  VERSION  OF  THE  NEW  TESTAMENT, 

Explaining  the  reasons  for  the  changes  mode  on  the  Authorized  Version. 

BY  ALEXANDER  ROBERTS,  D.D., 

WITH  SUPPLEMENT  BY  A  MEMBER  OF  THE 
AMERICAN  REVISION  COMMITTEE. 


Containing  Explanations  of  the  Appendix  to  the  Revised  New  Testament, 
with  the  Changes  Suggested  by  the  American  Committee,  but 
which  were  not  Adopted  by  the  English  Committee. 


VAN  DOEEN’S 


CODET’S  LUKE, 


With  Preface  and  So  es  Specially  1’rep.ued  f  r  this  I  dltion  by  John  Hall,  D.  1). 

THIS  GREAT  COMMENTARY  WE  ALSO  SEND  GRATIS 
TO  OUR  SUBSCRIBERS. 

The  press  and  the  clergy  are  praisiDg  without  stint  this  celebrated  Commentary, 
which  we  are  sending  by  the  thousands  to  subscribers  for  our  PREACHER  AND 
HOMILETIC  MONTHLY,  who  pay  each  $2.50  for  one  year  in  ndvance-if  an  old  sub- 
scriber,  one  year  in  advance  of  present  subscription.  The  copy  is  bound  in  postal-card 
manilla.  The  price  of  the  imported  edition  of  this  famous  Commentary  is  $6.00. 
Ours  is  the  only  reprint.  It  is  superior  to  the  imported  book,  being  edited  by  Dr. 
John  Hall. 

THE  OPPER. 

The  Commentary  sent  with  The  Pbeacher  and  Homiletic  Monthly  for  $2.50,  is 
BOUND  IN  card  Manilla.  For  50  cents  extra,  or,  in  all,  $3.00,  we  send  the  Com¬ 
mentary  hound  substantially  in  cloth.  That  is,  for  $2.50  we  will  send  the  Monthly  for 
one  year,  and  Godet’s  Commentary  bound  in  paper;  for  $3.00  we  will  send  the  Monthly 


TERMS  OF  OFFER  FOR  NEW  AND  OLD  SUBSCRIBERS. 

These  offers  of  Commentaries  are  designed  primarily  for  nno  subscribers.  They 


Conant’s  Popular  History  of  English  Bible  Translation 

A  Complete  History  of  English  Bible  Translation  from 
the  days  of  Wickliffe  to  the  present  time. 

With  a  Sew  Preface  and  Additional  Matter,  bringing  the  history 
to  present  translation. 

By  THOMAS  J.  CONANT,  D.D. 

The  well  known  Biblical  Scholar  and  Member  of  the  American  Bible  Revision  Com- 
mittee,  Ibe  husband  of  the  talented  author  of  the  original  work,  Mbs.  H.  C.  Conawt. 
Says  Dr.  J.  Stanford  Holme:  “It  is  ns  interesting  as  a  novel,  and  beyond  all  compar¬ 
ison  the  best  work  of  the  kind  ever  written.  It  ought  to  be  in  everybody’s  hands.” 


A  FAC  SIMILE  of  a  portion  of  a  letter  written  by  Rev.  C.  H.  Spurgeon,  to  Jlcssn 
I.  K.  Funk  &  Co.,  granting  them  authority  to  publish  in  America  his  new  book,  Joh 
Pioughmah’s  Pictuleb.  ThiB  book  is  a  continuation  of  John  Ploughman's  Celebrate 
Talks — each  talk  being  quaintly  illustrated. 
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